sister group to the Sagrinae. In Warchałowski's book these recent systems are neither mentioned nor discussed and without any explanation the Bruchinae are not included.
The deadline for the acceptance of species descriptions as well as taxonomical changes was stated to be 2004 and later descriptions and taxonomical papers are not included. I consider this as unfortunate because many papers resolving taxonomical problems that arose during the preparation of the above mentioned sixth volume of the Palaearctic catalogue (with a deadline of 2009) were published later and, thus, were left out. Another discrepancy between these books is geographical as they use different concepts of the Palaearctic region. While Warchałowski's book includes chrysomelids from within the traditional boundaries of the Palaearctic region, the catalogue of Palaearctic beetles includes those from a more extensive area including the southern provincies of China, Himalayan subregion and provinces of northern India and Pakistan.
For the purpose of this review it is impossible to check all the keys and compare them with the huge literature on Chrysomelidae. However, I have found some mistakes. Although the author strictly respects the borders of the Palaearctic defined in the Introduction, from time to time the keys include also extralimital species, for example, two species of Pachybrachis (sbg. Thelylankus): P. insularis from Sri Lanka and P. indicus from South India (both on page 175), or two species of Calomicrus: C. persimilis from Laos and Vietnam and C. kimotoi from Myanmar (p. 676). Phyllotreta tenuimarginata, a species with broad yellow bands on its elytra, is placed into auxiliary group C (species unicolorous black or with a metallic uppersurface) (p. 953). Luperus graecus is included in the genus Luperus (p. 696) and incorrectly also in the genus Calomicrus (p. 674). Although it is a black species, it is described as a species of Calomicrus with a yellow dorsum.
I have also found that some species are not included (most from marginal areas of the Palaearctic region):
The colour plates are the most problematic part of the book. The technical quality of the photographs is low, probably because photo-scanning was used. The photographs vary from very dark to extremely pale and some are blurred (e.g., Nos 79, 95, 288, 455, 491 etc.) . What is incomprehensible, are the many mistakes in the legends of the photographs, which are summarized in the (456 and 460; 457 and 461; 458 and 463; 459 and 464) and some pairs have confusing legends, etc. In summary, the species indicated in the legends of at least 44 of the 918 photographs (almost 5%) are incorrect.
I am somewhat embarrassed by both of the volumes of this book. The identification keys are well written and the two volumes are easy to use and will be indispensable for all Chrysomelid and other specialists. Such a crucial publication, however, should have been much better. In particular, the quality of the colour photographs and the many errors in their legends is very unsatisfactory. It is also a great pity that both volumes were not corrected or reviewed by specialists of the different subfamilies. Such reviews would have resulted in the deletion of some of the errors and inclusion of some more species. Finally, I have to recommend to all users of the keys that they compare the resultant determinations with those obtained using recent taxonomic literature, in particular the sixth volume of the catalogue of Palaearctic beetles (Löbl & Smetana, 2010) , in order to verify the current names and validity of the species.
